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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because it uses claim language in its 
description of the invention. Correction is required. See MPEP § 608.01(b). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless -(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to 
the date of application for patent in the United States. 

3. Claims 20-36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by WO 
0137909 (Horlin). 

4. Horlin in figures 1 -8 discloses an inhaler cartridge 4 that dispenses by pressing 
downwardly inside a holder channel 3 in order to trigger the dispensation (see figure 7) 
through passage 6, with a counter mechanism 2 with a cap 7 with a viewing window 10 
to view a spiral set of numbers 21 to assist the user in knowing how many doses are 
used or left, the pin 32 is actuated when the inhaler cartridge 4 is pressed downwardly 
into the holder channel 3, the pin 32 flexes a tab 33 that flexes before the actuation of 
the inhaler cartridge 4, which in turn rotates control wheel 9 which in turn rotates the 
toothed engaged counting wheel 8 to the end tabs 30-31 to the teeth 23 of the counting 
wheel, which in turn changes the viewed number (see figure 3a) with the use of the 
second relatively stiff flexible tabs 25-26 that actuate after the rotary wheel has 
commenced rotating, the control wheel prevented from over actuating by a key slot 34- 
35, which will only allow the control wheel 8 to actuate a certain distance, the control 
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wheel prevented from rotating in the wrong direction by the end tabs 30-31 , the entire 
counting device 2 integrated and assembled as one piece 7-9 (see figure 5). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1 , 148 
USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 
obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 

7. Claims 1-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Horlin in view of GB 1,336,014 (Fairbairn). 

8. Horlin as elaborated above has all of the elements of claims 1 -1 9 except for not 
only is the counting wheel displaceable in rotation, but has a slide member that is 
displaceable in translation, to allow the counting wheel to display rows and columns of 
numbers by translating the slide member at least every so often, the slide member 
having a projection that cooperates with a channel in the counting wheel to track, drive 
and translate the slide member appropriately, the channel being preferably spiral 
shaped, slide member and counting one integrated piece, Fairbairn in figures 1-3 
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teaches a slide member 8 that is integrated with a counting wheel 4, the slide member 
having a viewing window 12 that shows the various rows and columns of numbers on 
the counting wheel at the appropriate intervals of actuation, the slide member's viewing 
window moving by the engagements and movement of the spiral channel 7 on the 
counting wheel that interacts with the tooth 9 from the slide member 8. It would be 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to adapt Fairbairn to Horlin because Fairbairn 
teaches a way to utilize the entire counting wheel and not just its outer rim for counting 
dosages, which can ultimately lead to a smaller counter, which is advantageous in a 
variety of applications. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to ANDREW P. BAINBRIDGE whose telephone number is 
(571)270-3767. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Thursday, 9:30 
AM to 8:30 PM EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kevin Shaver can be reached on 571-272-4720. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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